Application No. 10/581,623 
Amendment Dated 3/24/2010 
Reply to Office Action of 12/24/2009 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

I. -10. (canceled) 

I I . (currently amended) A gearbox arrangement for a vehicle, comprising: 

a first gearbox section, wherein the first gearbox section comprises a first 
gearbox assembly; 

a second gearbox section, wherein the second gearbox section comprises a 
second gearbox assembly, the second gear box assembly is a power take-off 
assembly, and the first and second gearbox sections cooperate to form part of a 
lubricant sump; and 

a lubricant encapsulated at least partially in the first and second gearbox 
sections, wherein more lubricant is retained in one of the first and second gearbox 
sections that is operating at a lower speed relative to the other of the first and 
second gearbox sections that is operating at a higher speed. 

12. (currently amended) The gearbox arrangement of claim 1 1 , wherein 

the first gearbox assembly is a differential assembly , and th e s e cond g e arbox 
ass e mb l y i s a pow e r tak e off ass e mbly ; 

the differential assembly comprises a ring gear, and the ring gear rotates 
about an axis; 

the second gearbox section comprises a bearing plate defined by a plane; 

and 

the axis and the plane are parallel to one another. 

13. (currently amended) A gearbox arrangement of claim 1 1 , comprising a separator, 
wherein the separator is mounted to at le ast on e of th e f i rst and second g e arbox 
s e ct i ons the bearing plate , and the separator extends from the base of the gearbox 
arrangement up to at least the height of a gearbox input shaft. 
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14. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of clainn 13, wherein the 
separator connprises a return. 

15. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangennent of clainn 14, wherein the return 
is in the form of a through-hole. 

16. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 14, wherein the return 
is in the form of a return channel. 

17. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 14, comprising a 
housing seal, wherein the housing seal is fastened to the separator, and the housing 
seal mates with the gearbox housing. 

18. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 17 wherein the flexible 
housing seal is a steel strip. 

19. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 17 wherein the flexible 
housing seal is rubber. 

20. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 17 wherein the flexible 
seal is plastic. 

21 . (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 1 1 , comprising a guide 
contained within at least one of the first and second gearbox sections. 

22. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 1 1 , comprising an air 
pump in communication with the main gearbox portion to force lubricant located in 
the main gearbox portion into a lubricant channel and into the first and second 
gearbox sections. 

23. (previously presented) The gearbox arrangement of claim 12, comprising 

a separator comprising a return, wherein the separator is mounted to at least 
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one of the first and second gearbox sections, and the separator extends from the 
base of the gearbox arrangement up to at least the height of a gearbox input shaft. 

a guide contained within at least one of the first and second gearbox sections; 

an air pump in communication with the main gearbox portion to force lubricant 
located in the main gearbox portion into a lubricant channel and, ultimately, into the 
first and second gearbox sections; and 

a housing seal, wherein the housing seal is fastened to the separator, and the 
housing seal mates with the gearbox housing. 
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